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Aiuoiig' soiiK' mamm.'ils colli'ci (>(l l»y Mr. Arllmr <l(> ('. So\v(‘rl)V in 
norl h\v('st(Mn ('hina and llu' Ordos I)('s(mI art' (wo skins of a spoHt'd 
pok'cat I’t'adily dis( inii'nisliahk' IVoni (In' W('s((*rn lo/v/o/u" /urt- 
gtisna^ by a jx'cniiar invt'rsion of Hit' coloi- paHcrn of back. Ucuard- 
in^ tlw' hisloiy of (ho spocinu'ns Mi-. Sowt'rby wrilt's: ‘’d'lu' laro't'r 
skin was brou.uld to ino in a vt'ry poor condition, d'lit' sknll was niiss- 
in.ir, ns wore also (lu' lo<r lionos, whih' (In' tail was torn in (wo, and 
one oyt' was torn. I otTored lar,u:<' rowai-ds lor a coin|)h'((' spociiiK'n, 
but thoujz;li sovt'ral Mongols and Cdiinost' wt'rt' induct'd to enter (lit' 
Ortlos in st'art'li of them, I obtained nt)(hinii: inort' (ban a small drv 
skin which accompanies the abtive-mt'id ittnt'd s|)('cini('n. I'dtun 
what I ctniltl "athei- the animal is not at all ct)mmt»n. It frt'tpit'nts 
s])ots where trees t'xist, anti climbs Irt'cly. Tht' diint'st' name 
‘Ma-nai-ht)’ woultl alst) sit^nify this fact, the last sy Habit' 'ho' mt'an- 
inc; mttnkey or a|)C. They are stimt'times eau.chl in (raps st't lor 
loxt's. Their skin, liowever, has nt> inarkt't valut'. Tht'v art' v<>rv 
Siiva^t' when eau.c-ht. ddie abovt' facts wert' i;iven anti conlirmt'd 
repeatetlly by nalivt's wht) hat'l (ratlt'il in (he Ordt)s.” 

VORMELA NEGANS, new species. 

IMatc 17. 

Tijpc-fipechncn. Ailiilt male (skin tinly), Cat. Xo. l.aotiOl, E.S.X.M. 
Taken by natives in tht' Ordtis Di'st'it abtuit 100 inilt's north of 
Yu-ling-fu, Shensi, ('hina. Oriyinai Xt>. 02. 

« 1884. \V. JUa.siii.'^, Her. Xatarf. (ics. I IcnilxTii:, vol, IM, p. i). I ti>( in<j:iiisli<'d from 
the true polecats Ijy Oio jtn'sciioo of a \vcll-<l(“\<“lopo<l iiiHacom'd in lower cartiassial 
and l)v tlio ooiitact of liarnalar procr’ss w illi audilal lailla. 

^1770. Crrrffusna, iio\'a Mu.'ifil;i species, (Itildeiislaedl, Xov. t 'oiniii. Akad. Imp. 
J’elrop., vol, I I, j). I ll (Hanks of ihe Hiver l)on, sotilliern Uiissia c 

J771. Muslrla fiarniatlra 1‘allas, I’eisi* Russ. Reiclis, vol. 1. append., p. l‘)8 (near 
mouth of the yol.ea, southern Russia). 
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3S0 VUnCEKDiyOH of TIIF XATIOXAF MUFFUM. vol.?,S. 

J)i<if/nosi.<!. Like Voniida i)eregusmi l)ut liglit markings j)ak‘r ami 
more extensive, those on posterior lialf of back eonflueiit, so that 
this region is yellow mottled with brown instead of brown mottled 
with yellow; under])arts, forelegs, and inner surface of hindlegs 
black inst('ad of dark brown. 

Meaxuvnnentti. — d'yj)e (from skin, apparently not much stretched): 
Head and body, 340 mm.; tail, 210. 

Specimnis examined. — Two, both from the Ordos l)e.sert. 



